Well before the works of the supernovae research teams including Perlmutter, Schmidt, and Riess established the acceleration of the universe, much observational evidence existed pointing toward the existence of dark energy or a non-zero cosmological constant, some of which were published by Korean astronomers/astrophysicists. Such evidence includes works on faint galaxy number counts, the large-scale structure of the universe, the ages of stars in globular clusters and elliptical galaxies, and gravitational lensing.
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Well before the works of the supernovae research teams including Perlmutter, Schmidt, and Riess established the acceleration of the universe, much observational evidence existed pointing toward the existence of dark energy or a non-zero cosmological constant, some of which were published by Korean astronomers/astrophysicists. Such evidence includes works on faint galaxy number counts, the large-scale structure of the universe, the ages of stars in globular clusters and elliptical galaxies, and gravitational lensing.
Especially, gravitational lensing studies provided observational measurements of a non-zero cosmological constant one year ahead of the Type-Ia supernovae results. However, the acceptance of a concept of an accelerating universe within the astronomy and physics community had to wait for the supernovae results, which were statistically more robust results on the existence of a non-zero cosmological constant based on a noble method that was easy to comprehend. 
